
 
 
 

With Him In Suffering 
With Him: A Lenten Series I 1 Peter 4:12-16 
Rev. Bruce Persons I March 1, 2026 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
I. Do Not Be Surprised – Suffering Is Not Strange (v. 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Rejoice – Suffering is Participation (vv. 13-14) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
III. Discern – Not All Suffering Is the Same (v. 15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Do Not Be Ashamed – Suffering Brings Glory (v. 16) 

 
 
 
 

SMALL GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. What stood out most to you in 1 Peter 4:12–16? 
2. How does understanding first-century Roman hostility 

deepen this text? 
3. What is the difference between refinement and punishment? 
4. How can we discern whether suffering is consequence or 

persecution? 
5. Where might God be shaping Christ’s character in you right 

now? 

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

1. What trial am I currently facing? 
2. Am I interpreting this through fear or faith? 
3. Is there any repentance needed? 
4. What would rejoicing in this trial look like? 
5. How can this season deepen my fellowship with Christ? 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE 

Read: 1 Peter 4:12–16 together. 

Discuss: 

• Why does following Jesus sometimes bring difficulty? 
• How did Jesus respond when treated unfairly? 

Family Prayer: 
“Jesus, help us follow You even when it costs us comfort.”  
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